Sergeant George Musson - 2048

9th Battalion Royal Warwickshire Regiment
Killed in action 19th December 1916
Age 39
Basra Memorial, Iraq, Panel 9
Burbage War Memorial (added 2018)
Wesleyan Church Memorial, Burbage
George was the fifth child of
Thomas and Elizabeth Musson of
Windsor Street, Burbage. Living on
Windsor Street it is possible he
attended the Wesleyan Day School
and Chapel. His Father, Thomas,
worked at the Brickyard of William
Wheelock on Lychgate Lane,
Burbage.

Windsor Street, Burbage

By 1891, the family had moved to Freemans Lane and at the age of 15
George worked as a Farm Labourer on one of the local farms. By the
age of 18, George, had become a framework knitter.
In July 1896 he enlisted to the ranks of the 3rd Battalion Warwickshire
Regiment of the Coldstream Guards in Nuneaton and sometime later he
was transferred to the 1st Battalion Coldstream Guards in London.
In November 1898, he was tried and convicted of striking a superior
officer, for which he was given a six months’ sentence. This sentence is
cut short when his Battalion embarked for service in Gibraltar in April
1899. From Gibraltar, the Battalion was sent to South Africa where he
was present at the battles of Belmont, Modder River and Driefontein.
During this time, in October 1901, George is again convicted by Court
Martial, for disobeying a direct command; he is given 56 days in prison.
Before leaving South Africa in October 1902, he is convicted again for
striking a superior officer, and another six months in prison followed. He
then continued in the Army Reserve in July 1903.

In July 1908 his period of service was completed and he was discharged
with a pension from the Army. Shortly afterwards, he married Mary Ann
Mathinson, the widow of a haulier from Stockingford near Nuneaton.
Mary had four children from her first marriage
George and Mary had one son,
George Thomas Musson born in
1909.
Along with his eldest stepson,
Alexander, he operated a
haulage business from 114
Arbury Road, Stockingford, later
moving to Croft Road,
Nuneaton.
Stockingford early 1900s

On the outbreak of war, George as a
Reservist was recruited into the 9th
Battalion of the Warwickshire
Regiment. He was firstly posted
overseas to the Balkans where he
served as a Sergeant. From there he
was sent to Iraq, where he was killed
on the 19th December 1916 at Basra.
Basra Memorial

The Basra Memorial in Iraq suffered substantial damage during recent
conflicts. It was moved from its original position at the port and now
resides inland, where it was restored.
George Musson’s name was omitted from the Burbage War Memorial
when erected in 1921. He has now been included within the four
additional names added in 2018.
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