2nd Lieutenant William George Robinson

8th Battalion Leicester Regiment
Killed in action 2nd October 1917, Age 26
Born Burbage, Living in Burbage
Tyne Cot Memorial, Belgium Panels 50&51
Son of William and Emma Robinson of
Broomhill House
Burbage War Memorial
St Catherine’s Church Memorial
Lectern St Catherine’s Church
Family Gravestone St Catherine’s
Churchyard.
William Robinson, son of William and Emma Robinson. The only child of
Burbage hosiery manufacturer was born at Broomhill house, Lutterworth Road
in 1892. Educated at Hinckley Grammar School, he became a general
manager assisting his father and uncle in the family business.

Broomhill House

He showed remarkable business ability and took an intelligent and sympathetic
interest in the comfort and welfare of the employees with whom he was most
popular. The (James) Robinson family who lost their son Ben in the conflict
lived in the cottages next to Broomhill house and worked at the factory.
William joined the territorial force of the Honourable Artillery Company on the
4th April 1916 and went out to France on December 8th 1916. Returning to
England, he entered Keble College Oxford in February 1917 to study for a
commission, which he gained in June 1917.
With the Leicester shire regiment, he crossed to France on July 8th where he
quickly became involved in the Third Battle of Ypres. An offensive mounted by
Commonwealth forces to divert the Germans from a weakened French front
further south. The initial attempt in June to dislodge the enemy from Messines
Ridge was a complete success, but the main assault north eastwards which
began in July, which quickly became a dogged struggle against the enemy and
rapid deteriorating weather.
The campaign finally ended in November with the capture of Passchendaele
by which time William had been killed.
A letter received from France told the family, Lieutenant Robinson was
advancing from shell hole to shell hole across no man’s land towards German
lines when an enemy shell exploded over them. Lieutenant Robinson and two
of his men were killed instantaneously another officer who was with other men
in another shell hole a few yards away escaped without a scratch.
Williams name is on the Tyne Cot Memorial, which bears the names of 35,000
officers and men with no known grave.

Tyne Cot Memorial

His parents gave the Brass Lectern in
St Catherine’s Church in his memory
and it is believed later gave up the
family business and retired to
Skegness.

