
 
 

 
Private William Webster - 10661 

 
 

9th Battalion Royal Warwickshire Regiment 

Died of wounds Monday 10th April 1916 
Age 33 

Basra Memorial, Iraq 
Panel 9  

Burbage War Memorial 

Ancient Order of Foresters Memorial    

William was born in Burbage in 1883, the eldest child of the six surviving 
children of John and Mary Webster. John Webster was a Bricklayerôs 
Labourer. As they grew, they lived in various homes in the Hinckley 
Road, Burbage area. 

William would have attended the Burbage National School near to his 
home on the Hinckley Road. He would have gone into full-time 
employment at the age of twelve or thirteen. On the 1901 Census, he is 
employed as a Hosiery Machinist at one of the local factories.  

In 1909, he married Eliza and the young family lived in two rooms at 43 
Hinckley Road. By 1911, William was working as a Shoe Finisher. For a 
brief period, the young family moved to live in Barwell. Barwell and Earl 
Shilton had over twenty shoe factories, which would have provided 
William with plenty of employment opportunities.  

By December 1914, many of the 
shoe factories had closed or were 
on short-time due to a lack of 
materials. It was probably for this 
reason that William left his wife 
and three young sons to enlist at 
Nuneaton in the winter of 1914.   

His wife and children moved back 
to Burbage to 18 Crossland Row, 
living near his parents on Hinckley 
Road.      Crossland Row, Burbage



 
 

In October 1915, William was posted to the Dardanelles. On withdrawal 
from Gallipoli, he was sent to Egypt, and after recovery from frost bite he 
was transferred back to active service. 

In February 1916, the 9th Royal Warwickshire Regiment were posted to 
the Persian Gulf; it was here that William was wounded and died from his 
injuries on the 10th April 1916, age 33.  
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1911 Census ï 43 Hinckley Road, Burbage 


