Private Thomas Campton 11433

8th Battalion Leicestershire Regiment
Died Tuesday 8th October 1918
Age 24
La Louviere Town Cemetery, Belgium.
Row C Grave 12
Burbage War Memorial

Thomas was the sixth child of ten children born to Thomas and Martha
Campton.
The Family lived at Offenbach House at the top of the Horsepool on
Church St.

Obenbach House, Church Street
Thomas was born on the 24th April 1895 in Burbage into one of the old
established families of the village.

Thomas’s father was a blacksmith who was also a Brass Musical
Instrument Maker. He started his business by buying in crude
instruments from Germany and refining them until later he had perfected
the techniques of making his own.
Thomas started at the National School on the first of May 1899 and it is
thought he stayed there until finishing his schooling at the age of about
thirteen.
Ethel, his eldest sister was a shoe merchant and six of his siblings
worked in the shoe Industry.
By the age of sixteen he became a clicker. A person who cuts out the
leather for shoes, a highly skilled job.
There are few records for Thomas but he enlisted in Leicester and was
posted to France with the 8th Battalion Leicester’s.
Nothing else is known about his service.
It is listed on his soldiers’ effects record that it is officially accepted he
died on the 8th October 1918. He left a comparatively large amount of
£53, 6 shillings, eleven pence.

Thomas Campton’s effects

The La Louviere Town Cemetery where he is buried was used by the
Germans during the war and not until December 1918 was it used by the
British.
The eleven British dead buried by the enemy were later reburied in the
British plot. Thomas may have been one of these.

On the 4th October, four days before Thomas died, the Germans had
asked the British and allies for an armistice. No response was
forthcoming and on the 8th October the Germans pleaded with
Americans to persuade the British to accept unfortunately too late for
Thomas and seven other Burbage Fallen.

La Louviere Cemetery, Hainaut, Belgium

1911 Census – Obenbach House, Church Street

