Private Joseph Paul 19693

3rd Battalion Coldstream Guards
Killed in action Tuesday 9th October 1917
Artillery Wood Cemetery, Boesinghe,
Belgium. Plot 8 Row B Grave 13
Burbage War Memorial
Wesleyan Methodist War Memorial

The second son of the five children of Joseph and Sarah Paul. Born in
Burbage and baptised at St Catherine’s Church on 17th April 1898.

Baptism Record
His early life was spent living at the home of his maternal grandmother
Rebecca Wildbur at 55 Windsor Street. His Father was employed as a
boot and shoe worker and his mother a shirt maker. By 1911 the family
were living at 32 Windsor Street and his father had moved employment
to a general farm labourer.
Joseph may have attended the nearby Wesleyan Day School. The
school became part of the Burbage Council Schools in 1902 but still
used the Windsor Street premises.
Prior to enlistment Joseph was employed as a hosiery hand at the
Robinsons factory on Lutterworth Road, Burbage. In his obituary he is
described as ‘a quite amiable young man and bore excellent character’.
He was a member of the Wesleyan Chapel.
Joseph enlisted in Hinckley on 18th October 1916. After training he was
posted with the Coldstream Guards and crossed to France on the 26th
May 1917.

The third battle of Ypres started on the 7th June 1917. It is highly likely
that Joseph was posted here to fight in the long five-month battle to
capture the crest of the Passchendaele ridge.
Over 300,000 lives were lost with the
British Expeditionary force. Joseph was
engaged in the Battle of Poelcapelle on
9th October where he was killed in
action.
The sad news of Joseph’s death did not
reach the family for over a month as he
was reported missing. Five days before
his death Josephs former employer
William Robinson was killed in action.
In 1919 the Pauls received a war
gratuity of three pounds, six shillings
and two pence.
Stanley Paul, Joseph’s elder brother
died in 1922 and the family added his name on the gravestone at St
Catherine’s churchyard.
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