Private David Robertson 20609

9" Battalion Leicester Regiment

Died of wounds Thursday 13" July 1916

Age 29

Born in Dull, Perthshire, Scotland

Enlisted in Leicester, Living in Burbage
Communal Cemetery Extension, Merricourt
L 6 A hbHyamce

Plot 2 Row D Grave 13

Son of Peter and Nellie Robertson, Scotland
Husband of Mrs Hilda Louise Robertson, one
Daughter living at 15 Hinckley Road, Burbage

Burbage War Memorial
StCat h e rChunck \War Memorial

David Robertson was born in Dull, Perthshire a small rural village with a
population of 140. By the time David had enlisted he was married with a small
daughter and living at 15 Hinckley Road in a house next to the Cross Keys
Inn, across the road from St Ca t h e rChunck @nd the National School.
The house was rented off the Paul family, builders whose yard was next to
the house. According to his family, David had come to work in Burbage on the
Church Tower in 1912. It is believed a Scottish firm were engaged to
undertake the work.
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Church Street opposite St Catherine



The Hlnckley Times, 12th AU_QUSt i ANOTHER BURBAGE  SOLDIER
1916, which reported D a v i deaths ; b ORIFLED: :
appearstohavetwos ol di er 0's News has'bpen received o Burbage that
obituaries confused. A David Pf . David Roberston  has =been lul]td in

action in the great push. Both his legs were
MacDonald same age and date of

blown off by ‘t,yh(.)mh d(..].l..h resultmg shortly
death who is not on the Burbage a

afterwards,
Déceased’s remaing: x\ere mtez red some-
Memorial. .t where in France. - Prior to enlisting Mac-
donald ‘was cngtfred on, the I‘mbdgo \mtm-
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If it is presumed, the obituary is of
David Robertson it was reported -
fNews has been received in Burbage
that Pte. David Robertson has been
killed in action in the great push. Both
his legs were blown off by a bomb, o
death resulting shortly afterwardsa
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D e c e a srenthiosswere interred
somewhere in France. He enlisted 12 '
months ago inthe 9" L e i ¢ e .Aftee r |
5 months training; he was sent over to
France and after participating in
several engagements, fell on July 13™,
at the age of 28 years. He leaves a
widow and one childa

The big push mentioned in the report | +ue care privare oavio éoamso& i
was the Battle for the Somme’ which : \;orks schome He enlmcd 12 mohths ago
started on 1st Ju|y 1916 when the in the oth Leicesters. After 5 months’ trains
British Army sustained the largest Eﬁtf?fpﬁ?igsfﬂt@rc? llb%nl};ﬁzﬁi?enlt?dféﬂﬂéﬁf »
loses in one day in history. {‘%,E,Td;»;:’“u;g f}},‘;iﬁfﬁf Apge

A ——

Thirteen divisions launched an attack

north of Maricourt despite heavy bombardment the German lines remained
unbroken and in the following weeks vast resources were deployed, but it
was not until the end of September that some success was gained, but at a
cost of many thousands of lives including DavidRo b er t.son o6 s

David perhaps survived a few hours and was taken by field ambulance to the
clearing medical railway station, where the injured could be moved out of the
battle area quite quickly and dispatched to Nettley Hospital at Southampton.

The men who died here were buried at Mericourt-L Abbe.

D a v i widovs Hilda received a letter from D a v i cdndnsanding officer saying
he was severely wounded in action on 13" July and was taken to the field
ambulance where he died of his wounds later that day.



He was buried at 6pm on 14" July with military honours in the British
Cemetery at Mericourt-L@Abbe. A temporary wooden cross was erected over
his grave and later the War Graves Commission set a Portland stone. His

wife paid the extra three pence halfpenny a letter for a private inscription- 6 H e
died that we might live. 0

!

Director of Graves Registration & Enquiries.

Begs to forward as requested a Photograph of
the Grave of :—

Name /ﬁ)dféﬁésflfl/ e

Raak ardulnidnte o 1E D).

Regiment 7// é¢ (‘L%ZE&/ ../P{’/(,;'n.eu/ -
Bilhion ol Gravcvﬁ‘?f/zz W

77 : s
Nearest Railway Station ///pa(-’gu,z,/‘ /W/{

All communijcations respecting this Photograph should quote
the numbcr&ﬂ //60 / ) and be addressed to :—
Director &f Graves Registration and Engquiries,
War Office,
Winchester House,
St. James's Square,

London, S.W., 1.
Owing to the circumstances in which the photographic work is carried

on, the Director ‘regrets that in some cases only rough Photographs can
be obtained,

i % COPYRIGHT FULLY RESERVED.”



e s R S Y it

$\“ ‘f yf; .

f{"‘.“% w?'i" 3 ! i ; : i i "

T N S R 55

‘ jSiE ST (e ? ats ST
'X : s S ISR SRR - SIS U SRS SR v_é.--_,. bechi
o) .8 b SRt

LA /Zg’ &iw#vn_ii ,
} !{h m}{ aéu.ﬂw/«, 2 Mwa -'{45:&_149{ é‘m-r&vﬁ .
ol }Lt.g.u":s ff By *f;_zs.il& Q/f
B Al pellads (Méa

tn »‘m en | 0w ,é(;f 13 & Mm : ‘

?- . .; .u..a..[ }Lﬂﬂit‘m ,z,w i3, ’ﬁ
/M ;W&jwwf‘* MLL ﬁﬁz'

r _:.,_;.v e iu:t\, /‘ll’féfe%k* /7 %ﬁ_ﬁm{& M} : ,_ ;’i%;;:f
m&a ¢ t<-4.. .lit CQ( H Jiy:. Jm&i&agﬂég—u ,; ! rwr~i

ZZ;JM«KJC}:?.’f L 4 2-‘1 l

g,m_ . me f fmg@af_

met-Epte sotmen
i

e uua_‘b. ,{_

-

He tia.p /fmaaﬁ,_‘gg’: 6..,‘,?_ m,, le"‘h.‘!_,_"; g
4‘9’3 !é. . aé't f‘ uub./” &4‘# AKW‘QW% YLM
: f:{l x‘(“ Axéf‘ y P A gﬁé 1__- ‘ '

i Merleneet A'_&ﬁ-*{;‘é_,.wjz ﬁt‘“wﬁ’i_ﬁif.m
Dutea uf&ﬁmﬁw Makoans tehoal L

/{ML %m ...... ﬁ’t:.e.,.u._r P AT mﬁ,zZulﬁ,_k_w

- Couandiy &— 4{»‘%& W{m @Ww}» it

b ":zww Ai's bt \"‘ﬁffwud:‘ %M»
e

,4i/ ':?-%f“" ;,_mii&‘.ﬂ‘r— —éﬂ-ﬂa&g ﬁ%ﬂé«
i :},rwt.,

Qe M“’MML e gs A
g?w«iﬂr cohune o Saefces

3 e ; '
o gl on g w%ﬁ :agfﬁfﬁséf:_é-&.‘_;. SR N
R § ! ! ! t 1 Ao f H : ¥ j

: Rt

1



'4;!“ frx:k kl’i L Y Dt ".l'.fl\ﬁ'. 2 A +
G ‘

J - ’ .
Mf &Y l/'?‘i\ Y LA Wao' { T _’._ bety,
I/&L'}'“M‘."j ol Rk & pe < W ate ot
. ,.\'" J

. A A {
L“ :‘”\r‘*\- \7"{.“"‘. I-J‘<' v 7 -f.':-k,di -

] / P
&\.'.. LU ‘,"“",C"-"’-"'k ' “‘ vﬂ / £t oy A ."’.
A . ~ / / 4
Hre Only On-Ardlie ™ foal- e %

J .
.:V X : . 8 - /}_ N
- ﬁ'uc. TN, e LA H LD Ot &1L 2y

¢ Rbitf.“ Y ieuee v Ao
Bereasrle Yenm

AP s z/
/““’/;‘£>$'¢ .4 3 =L L2

j J b s s.u-f, 7(.5« -'u"’l‘! Lk A ® il
R S ;
< UXAA ;/nm il XV .’é( "'{.; port ST
j-"’Mu l;/tl bt Bte ety
£ ok # o 2
/ :vlf,, To A7 O0 ga) L2
-— ._; : ‘ “l,"

!7 M.«Oﬂ‘“‘fnu, \?'"£,va, be .

ot

2 / '
kil 5:‘,['&,«. o Pulrre Aair | Cegn WLty

ah ity Wwph  Amle P Aave o

el Kttt of Lo

d‘h.-[‘“ : }/‘,fu,& Nii!-»t-{-wa..




Davidos widow and daughter never

grandsons finally made the pilgrimage.

In Memory of
Private DAVID ROBERTSON

20609, 9th Bn., Leicestershire Regiment
who died age 29
on 13 July 1916
Son of Peter and Nellie Robertson, of Scotland; husband of Hilda
Louisa Robertson, of 15, Hinckley Rd., Burbage, Leicestershire.
Remembered with honour
MERICOURT-L'ABBE COMMUNAL CEMETERY EXTENSION

Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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