Private Albert John Paul 15022

2nd Battalion Sherwood Foresters (Nottingham
and Derbyshire) Regiment
Killed in action Monday 9th August 1915, Age 20
Menin Gate Memorial, Ypres, Belgium
Panels 39-41
Burbage War Memorial
St Catherine’s Church Memorial
Albert was the eldest son and third child of Albert and Mary Paul. He
was born in Hinckley in March 1895.
At the age of three Albert started his education at the Hinckley Catholic
School but by January 1900 the family had moved to Burbage and he
was attending the Burbage National school.
The growing family had moved from Hinckley to Cruck Cottage, 129
Church St, Burbage. His father Albert was a bricklayer and belonged to
the family firm of Pauls builders.
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In 1914 Albert enlisted in Nuneaton, perhaps he was working in the
area? After basic training he was attached to the 2nd Battalion
Sherwood Foresters. Under Major General Congrave the 2nd Foresters
were based in Sheffield. This was followed by moving to Cambridge
before embarkation to France in the autumn of 1914 when they were
posted to the St Nazaire region of Belgium.
The second battle of Ypres began in April 1915. Territory was fought and
lost with no significant gains on either side until the large crater was
formed from an attack on the 19th July which resulted in The Hooge
Crater. The Germans first used liquid gas on 30/31 July 1915, resulting
in a revenge attack to retake the crater on the 9th August.
This attack resulted in an allied victory but it was
during this battle that Albert was killed. He has
no known grave but his name is on the Menin
Gate Memorial at Ypres and he is also
remembered on the family grave at St
Catherine’s Church, Burbage.
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At the age of 44 only five days before his son was killed on the 4th
August, Albert Paul senior signed enlistment papers in Leicester. Albert
was part of the National Reserve having served with the 4th Leicester’s.
He stated on enlistment that he was a musician and it appears he
served until 1917 but there are no other military records of him. He died
at the age of 53 in 1920.
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